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KSP
provides
shooting

update

BY SUN STAFF

Kentucky State Police have
released additional details
on the officer-involved shoot-
ing May 16 in which Calloway
County Sheriff’s Chief Deputy
Jody Cash was killed, including
identifying the subject involved,
Gary Rowland, 30, of Murray,
who was also Kkilled.

According to a KSP news
release late Friday afternoon,
Rowland was arrested in Ben-
ton shortly after 1 p.m. on May
16 by the Marshall County Spe-
cial Response Team, comprised
of personnel from multiple local
agencies, for outstanding arrest
warrants on charges including
absconding from parole and
other drug- and firearms-relat-
ed crimes.

Rowland was transported to
the Marshall County Sheriff’s
Office after the arrest.

SEE UPDATE/PAGE A6

COVID-19
numbers
remain
steady

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@PADUCAHSUN.COM

Western Kentucky is showing
a return of levels of COVID-19
similar to those of early Decem-
ber, before the Omicron subvar-
iant began to surge.

For the second straight week,
the Purchase District Health
Department (PDHD) report-
ed more than 200 new cases of
COVID-19 in McCracken Coun-
ty, although the numbers this
week are slightly lower than last
week’s report.

The PDHD reported on
Thursday that there were
206 new cases of COVID-
19 in McCracken County for
the week of May 26-June 1.

SEE COVID-19/PAGE A6
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DAVE THOMPSON | The Sun

Paducah Police Department School Resource Officer Gretchen Morgan stands in a hallway at Clark Elementary School on Fri-

day morning.

Officials discuss school
safety in the wake
of Uvalde shooting

BY DAVE THOMPSON
DTHOMPSON@PADUCAHSUN.COM

hen Matt Hilbrecht
‘/\ ; responded to Marshall
County High School as

reports of a shooting came in the
morning of Jan. 23, 2018, he doesn’t
recall having much time to think.

or pick up a rifle,” said Hilbrecht, now
a captain at the Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Office, on Wednesday.

“It happens so fast you don’t have
time to wait.”

In the wake of yet another school
shooting less than two weeks ago at
Robb Elementary School in Uvalde,
Texas, Hilbrecht and other local offi-
cials spoke with The Sun about steps
that have been taken, locally and state-
wide, to address school safety since
the Marshall shooting nearly five
years ago.

“They way everybody worked

“I didn’t have time to put on a vest together is the way it’s supposed to

work,” said Hilbrecht.

“I think our response time was three
minutes. We had (shooter Gabe Park-
er) in custody in under 14 minutes.”

Parker shot and killed Bailey Holt
and Preston Cope, while fourteen
more were injured.

Law enforcement involved in the
Uvalde incident have faced heavy crit-
icism for perceived delayed action and
frequently changing accounts of the
shooting and its response.

Nineteen students and two teachers
were Kkilled, with 17 more wounded in
that shooting.

SEE SAFETY/PAGE A7

Mural fills vacant
downtown space

BY HANNAH SAAD

HANNAH SAAD |The Sun
A new mural, designed by local artist Nikki May, on display inside
of the vacant space at 315 Broadway in downtown Paducah
showing monarch butterflies and Black-eyed Susan flowers is the
Broadway Mural Project’s first display.

HSAAD@PADUCAHSUN.COM

Folks traveling in down-
town Paducah may notice

| a new, three-story window

mural display in a build-
ing at 315 Broadway that
shows orange monarch
butterflies flying and land-
ing on yellow Black-eyed
Susan flowers.

The mural is part of the
new Broadway Mural Proj-
ect, a joint effort between
Paducah Main Street and
Paducah Creative & Cul-
tural Council. The new
project is designed to
bring positive attention
to vacant, available down-
town business properties

SEE MURAL/PAGE A7
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MURAL

FROM PAGE A1

while also working on
beautifying and livening
up downtown spaces.
Nic Hutchinson,
Paducah Planning direc-
tor, said the mural project
is a way to beautify down-
town, bring awareness
to available properties
in prime downtown loca-
tions and partner with
the local art community.
“The idea is to one,
incorporate more public
art into downtown and
into the community,
and two, to bring atten-
tion and awareness to
opportunities for those
investors and business-
es [that] exist in down-
town,” Hutchinson said.
Nikki May, a Paducah-
based fine artist and web
designer, was tasked
with designing a mural
that fit the window space

HANNAH SAAD | The Sun

Local artist Nikki May said the three-story mural at 315 Broadway in Paducah is the
largest work of art she has created in her career.

of the vacant building.

May said former
Paducah Main Street
Director Katie Axt
reached out to her a few
months ago as the Broad-
way Mural Project discus-
sions began.

Inspired by the the idea
of public art being a “polli-
nator” to bring more busi-
ness to the area, May said
Axt reached out to her
because she knew about
May’s current project
where she is working on

creating art pieces repre-
senting the 50 state flow-
ers and insects.

From there, May
designed a few concepts
that could fit some of the
vacant buildings in down-
town Paducah that uti-

lized flowers, blooms and
insects.

The Black-eyed Susan
flowers and monarch but-
terfly mural utilizes con-
trasting colors, with the
orange butterflies and yel-
low flowers standing out
against the green leaves
and cool, blue back-
ground. May’s design
connects through three
stories of windows and
glass panes, creating one
cohesive image.

May’s mural is printed
on separate pieces of win-
dow film, which was then
installed on the indoor
side of windows of various
sizes in the vacant Broad-
way property between
Courtyard Antiques and
Raven & Moth over the
last few weeks. Art dis-
plays at the Paducah
Innovation Hub inspired
May to explore this meth-
od, and Petter Supply
worked with her to get
exact window measure-
ments for May to map out

where the divides in her
design would go.

“This is the biggest
[art piece] I've ever done.
I've never done a giant,
three-story tall building
before, but I would love to
more,” May said.

Several artist groups
have already expressed
interest about being
involved with anoth-
er mural project in the
future. Hutchinson said
Paducah Main Street has
not yet identified the next
site for the Broadway
Mural Project, but said
there are several large
vacant spaces on Broad-
way to possibly display
another mural if there
are positive reactions and
results from this display.

More of May’s art is
available at nikkimay.com.

Follow Hannah
Saad on Twitter, @
ByHannahSaad or on
Facebook at facebook.com/
hannahsaadpaducahsun.

SAFETY

FROM PAGE A1

Hilbrecht said the Marshall
incident was initially “chaos on
the ground.”

“I see children down, I see
teachers trying to assist chil-
dren. It's overwhelming,” he
said.

But training and “muscle
memory” quickly took over.

Hilbrecht said by the time
the first officer entered the
school, Parker had already dis-
carded his weapon and attempt-
ed to blend in with another
group of students.

But for Hilbrecht and other
officers, the danger was still
very much present.

“Has he just went down a dif-
ferent hall? Is he in a different
section of the building,” Hil-
brecht recalled thinking.

In the end, Parker was arrest-
ed without a standoff or further
injuries.

Shoes that do not fit properly can damage your feet, resulting in calluses,
hammer toe and bunions. Diabetic patients face serious issues, such as
foot ulcers, when they attempt to wear improperly fitting shoes.

If your feet hurt - they’re probably trying to tell you something!

Call Toda

In the wake of the shooting,
Kentucky passed significant
regulations regarding school
safety, notably the 2019 School
Safety and Resiliency Act.

The act created the position
of State School Security Mar-
shal, and mandated that dis-
tricts appoint safety personnel
and create trauma-informed
education plans.

The act also required school
resource officers to be placed
in schools if funding permitted.

A new regulation passed
in April requires at least one
school officer, whether private-
ly hired by a school district or
contracted with another law
enforcment agency, to be pres-
ent at each campus.

McCracken County Schools
have overseen their own auton-
omous school police force since
the shooting at Heath High
School nearly 25 years ago.

Law Enforcement Director
Austin Guill said Friday that
he expects to have eight offi-
cers when the next semester
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starts, but that number could
increase depending on how the
state clarifies a “campus.” Some
schools in very close proximity
or the same building may not
need an individual officer.

Guill said McCracken
schools feature “a whole sys-
tem of safeguards” many of
them mandated by the state
and some of them ahead of the
curve.

Updated entry and exit sys-
tems, surveillance, law enforce-
ment presence and identity
verification create a “hardened,
controlled entrance,” he said.

And in the event that an inci-
dent does occur, Guill said the
force maintains a good working
relationship with both Paducah
Police and the McCracken
County Sheriff’s Office.

While the school force would
take charge if an incident
occurred on school property,
both the sheriff’s office and
police department have juris-
diction and wouldn’t need per-
mission before making entry.
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Guill said he maintains pol-
icies and procedures dictat-
ing some aspects of how to
respond to an active shooter or
other threat, but much of such
a response is dictated by how
the situation evolves.

“An active threat will be
immediately addressed,” Guill
said.

Paducah Schools Superin-
tendent Donald Shively said
the school system has four
school resource officers,
three of whom are contract-
ed with the police depart-
ment and one of whom is
employed by the district.

In addition to updates in
infrastructure and proce-
dures, Shively said Thurs-
day that the school equips
teachers with technology
and their phones to immedi-
ately identify district officials
and law enforcement of an
incident without having to call
91-1.

He said the school sys-
tem makes sure to maintain

close relationships with first
responders.

But for Shively, a critical part
of both school security and
fostering education is having
trusted adults for kids to talk
to, and teachers and personnel
who keep close relationships
with the students.

“Our vision is to know each
and every child by name and
need,” Shively said.

He said the school’s multi-
ple mental health options also
give students people they can
feel safe talking to whether
they're struggling or if they
hear something that concerns
them.

As for directly confronting a
shooter or other threat, Shive-
ly said he’s glad the district’s
schools are in close proximity
to the Paducah Police Depart-
ment and are equipped with
resource officers.

“I believe our local law
enforcement agents would put
their life on the line for any
child,” Shively said.
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